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Christmas Bureau Opens on October 8

October 1, 2012, Monroe, NC - The Union County Christmas Bureau will open Monday, Oct. 8
to begin accepting applications from families that request assistance for the Christmas season.
The 2012 Christmas Bureau is in a new location at 1620 E. Roosevelt Boulevard in the former
Bi-Lo building near Hilltop.

“TyPar Realty has graciously provided the location for us to use this year and we are so grateful
to them for their generosity,” said Gloria Haney, volunteer services coordinator for the Union
County Department of Social Services and director of the Christmas Bureau.

During the 2011 Christmas season, 2,215 families and more than 8,000 individuals received
some type of assistance from the Christmas Bureau or outside sponsors. More families than ever
before are expected to seek assistance this year as applications have steadily increased over the
past few years. In order to meet the needs of all the families requesting assistance, the Christmas
Bureau is asking businesses, churches, families, groups and individuals to donate toys,
nonperishable food and money.

“The Christmas Bureau depends on support and donations from the community.” Haney said.
“This is a great way for those in our community to reach out to local neighbors in need. We are
also looking for groups to volunteer with our gift matching program for children beginning in
mid-October. Group leaders can call for more details in how they can help fill a child’s wish list
without any cost to their group.”

The Christmas Bureau requests that donations be made before Friday, Dec. 7, if possible. Groups
or individuals may also assist by sponsoring families, gift trees or filling stockings for children.
Beginning Oct.1, monetary donations may be made in person or mailed to the Christmas Bureau
at 1620 E. Roosevelt Boulevard, Monroe, NC 28110. All donations are tax deductible.

Volunteers are also needed for various tasks during October through December. If you are able
to help, you may reach the Union County Christmas Bureau at 704-291-9041 or by signing up at
unioncountydss.volunteerconnect.com.
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