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Get the Library's
Monthly Program

Guide 

Sign up to receive the Union
County Public Library's monthly

Union County Holiday Closings
 
Union County government offices, libraries and Animal Shelter will close Saturday,
Dec. 22 - Wednesday, Dec. 26 in observance of Christmas. Offices and facilities will
also close on Tuesday, Jan. 1 in observance of the New Year's holiday.

Cane Creek Park will close Sunday, Dec. 23 - Wednesday, Dec. 26 and Tuesday,
Jan. 1. Fred Kirby Park and Jesse Helms Park are closed for the winter except for
special events with confirmed reservations. The County's Landfill will open from 7
a.m. - 12 p.m. on Dec. 24, close on Dec. 25 and have limited operations at the
transfer station only on Dec. 26 and Jan. 1.

Taxpayers who want to pay their taxes before the end of the year to get credit on
their 2012 tax return should pay before 5 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 31.
 
 

Sheriff's Office to Resume 
Video Sweepstakes Enforcement

 
Union County Sheriff Eddie Cathey announced on
Monday that his office will resume enforcement of
N.C.G.S. 14-306.4, which outlaws video sweepstakes
games.

The law had been challenged by video sweepstakes
operators in North Carolina as unconstitutional, but a
Dec. 14 ruling by the N.C. Supreme Court held the law
was constitutional. The decision opened the door
for law enforcement agencies statewide to resume
enforcement of the statute.

"No doubt, the owners of these businesses are already working to find loopholes
around this law," said Sheriff Cathey.

Sheriff Cathey cited the massive amounts of money that these operators bring in as
the driving force behind their continued efforts to circumvent the statute. "The
Supreme Court has issued its ruling, and we're ready to move on it," said Sheriff
Cathey. "Sweepstakes operators in Union County had best move on."

The Sheriff gave no start date for enforcement actions to begin, simply saying that
his deputies would begin building cases "immediately."

The battle between N.C. law enforcement and game operators has been contentious
for many years. Numerous court challenges to various iterations of the law banning
the games have kept

law enforcement agencies hamstrung in enforcing the law, pending the resolution of

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001LglcsvwvxVdXq3GdFhiSa-JvULjTYPeYVZb55fkJZO8LhK_lnu0OcTyCsW0uEcTKl91q2_JPeABlOE5JW-cOJP5tqwbepU_987GzKeC3Hyw=
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program guide via your email by
contacting Shelley Fearn,
Reader's Services Librarian, at
sfearn@union.lib.nc.us. 

 

What's Happening at
the Library?

The Union County Public Library
has created a new collection of
paperback books! Many genres,
primarily romance, are published

almost exclusively in small
paperback editions that librarians

refer to as mass market
paperbacks. This collection will be
limited to new genre fiction only.

The collection can be found at the
Monroe, Edwards Memorial and
Union West Regional libraries. 

 
Teen Volunteers Needed

The Monroe Library needs help.
Interested teens (ages 14-18) are

welcome to volunteer. Email
sfearn@union.lib.nc.us for more

information. 
 

Free Computer Classes
Learn more about computer

classes and sign up at
www.union.lib.nc.us and click on
"Computer Users" or call 704-

283-8184, ext. 252 or 246.
 

those court actions.

Aircraft Component Maintenance and Repair 
Company to Locate in Union County 

State Grant Helps Company Create 36 Jobs in Monroe
 
 
Midway Aircraft Instrument Corporation, a company that performs maintenance and
repairs on aircraft systems components, will locate a new facility in Union County.
The company plans to create 36 jobs and invest $2.3 million over the next three
years in Monroe. The project was made possible in part by a $12,500 grant from the
One North Carolina Fund.
 
Midway Aircraft Instrument Corporation, headquartered in Little Ferry, New Jersey,
overhauls, repairs and performs scheduled maintenance on a wide range of aircraft
equipment. The company was incorporated in 1954 and bought by Dassault
Procurement Services and Dassault Falcon Jet in 1988. The majority of Midway's
sales are on equipment installed on Dassault Falcon Jet models of business aircraft.
 
Salaries will vary by job function, but the average annual wage for the new jobs will
be $50,019, plus benefits. The Union County average annual wage is $35,048.
 
"We carefully studied many potential locations for our business. Our decision to
relocate to Monroe, North Carolina is due to the favorable business economics, the
international airport in nearby Charlotte and the opportunities presented by the
growing aviation community there," said Terry Bacola, president, Midway Aircraft
Instrument Corp. "The cost reductions realized from this move will allow us to
compete and grow in markets where we previously could not. Both the state and
local governments have done a great job in supporting our decision to choose
Monroe."
 
The One NC Fund provides financial assistance, through local governments, to attract
business projects that will stimulate economic activity and create new jobs in the
state. Companies receive no money up front and must meet job creation and
investment performance standards to qualify for grant funds. These grants also
require and are contingent upon local matches.
 
"Our investments in workforce development have helped create the skilled workers
that companies like the Midway Aircraft Instrument Corporation need to thrive," said
Rep. Frank McGuirt of Wingate. "North Carolina is a great location for this firm."
 
"Midway Aircraft Instrument Corporation's new facility will be a great addition to North
Carolina's growing and respected aerospace and aviation sector," said Sen. Tommy
Tucker, of Waxhaw. "North Carolina will continue to attract the technology-driven jobs
of the global economy."
 
Through use of the One NC Fund, more than 65,000 jobs and $12 billion in
investments have been created since 2001. Other partners that helped with this
project include: the N.C. Department of Commerce, N.C. Community Colleges, Union
County and the City of Monroe.
 
 

CTIA-The Wireless Association®, The Wireless
Foundation, The National Center for Missing & Exploited

Children and Syniverse Announce Transition Plan for
AMBER Alert Program™ 



 
 
CTIA-The Wireless Association®, The Wireless
Foundation™, The National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children (NCMEC) and Syniverse
announced today that on Dec. 31, 2012, the
Wireless AMBER Alerts™ program will end
operations, as a part of the nation's transition to the
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) program. Millions
of cellphone users across the country will now
receive free, automatic notifications about abducted
children in their area as part of the WEA program.
 
CTIA and the wireless industry joined the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to offer WEA to
supplement the existing Emergency Alert System. Consumers with WEA-capable
smartphones and feature phones and services are automatically enrolled to receive
AMBER Alerts for free, along with the Presidential and Imminent Threat Alerts.
 
Unlike Wireless AMBER Alerts, the WEA AMBER Alerts use the latest technology to
send messages to wireless customers with WEA-capable devices in the area where
a child has been abducted, even if the wireless customer isn't from the area. For
example, if a Chicago resident was visiting Boston and a WEA AMBER Alert was
issued in Boston, the subscriber would receive the alert. At the same time, if an alert
was issued in Chicago, the subscriber would not receive it while in Boston.
 
"Since people were increasingly relying on their wireless devices in 2005, it made
sense to send a succinct text message to alert users so they would be on the lookout
for the kidnapped child and abductor in their area. We are proud to have worked with
these entities on this outstanding program and know the WEA AMBER Alerts will be
an even better tool to help find abducted children," said Steve Largent, President and
CEO of CTIA-The Wireless Association and President of The Wireless Foundation.
 
Statistics show that the first three hours after an abduction are the most critical in
recovery efforts, and being able to quickly engage the public in the search for an
abducted child can help law enforcement bring that child home safely. The Office of
Justice Program's AMBER (America's Missing: Broadcast Emergency Response)
Alert Program, named after 9-year-old Amber Hagerman, is a voluntary partnership
among law enforcement agencies, the wireless industry, transportation officials,
broadcasters and other entities to activate an urgent bulletin to find abducted children.
Acting Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Justice Programs Mary Lou Leary
is the National AMBER Alert Coordinator responsible for this national network.
 
"The AMBER Alert program was based on the idea that when armed with the right
information, we can all play a part in bringing abducted children home safely," said
John Ryan, NCMEC CEO. "Wireless AMBER Alerts were an important evolution of
that program and we are grateful to those that made it possible. They understand that
the eyes and ears of many are better than the eyes and ears of few when a child's
life is at stake."
 
Before Wireless AMBER Alerts, AMBER Alerts were issued via television, radio and
Department of Transportation highway signs when a child was believed to have been
abducted and in extreme danger. The wireless industry launched the Wireless
AMBER Alerts program in 2005 because its members believed its technology could
expand the Alerts' reach to aid in the recovery of abducted children.
 
The 700,000 wireless customers currently enrolled in Wireless AMBER Alerts will
receive text messages about the transition and alternative sources for receiving
AMBER Alerts. For more information about the alternative sources please visit
http://www.missingkids.com/ambersignup/.



                                                                                                                              
Wireless Emergency Alerts information is available here: http://bit.ly/MTjpsg and
AMBER Alerts information is available here: http://ctia.it/RzEVLN.
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