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Social Workers Promote  
Resilience and Advocacy

The National Association of Social
Workers begins its annual
celebration of one of the nation's
largest professions in March with
National Professional Social Work
Month. This year's theme, "Weaving Threads of Resilience and
Advocacy," emphasizes the value of using personal strengths and
self-advocacy to manage serious life challenges.
 
"Social workers strive every day to help millions of people function
better in their environments," says NASW CEO Elizabeth J. Clark,
PhD, ACSW, MPH. "They also work to change environments that
may limit individuals, families and communities."  
 
In Union County, professional social workers are making a
difference by helping families support themselves and providing
care and protection for children, the disabled, and the elderly as it
is needed. 
 
Our democracy thrives when everyone has the opportunity to lead
a productive and fulfilling life," says NASW President Jeane
Anastas, PhD, LMSW. "For more than 100 years, the social work
profession has made the psychosocial well-being of the most
vulnerable its top priority because everyone deserves to dream
bigger."  
 
Recognized as a top growth profession, social work directly
addresses the increased demand for health care navigation, mental
health services, family caregiving, child development, and veterans'
assistance. There are currently more than 650,000 professionally
trained social workers in the United States, and the Bureau of
Labor Statistics predicts job growth to 800,000 by the year 2020.   
 
From 1931 Nobel Peace Prize recipient Jane Addams to 1994
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient Dorothy I. Height, Social
Work Pioneers® have been instrumental in advancing civil rights
and human rights policies in America. Today, social work
professionals continue to influence and improve services in
hospitals, schools, businesses, military branches, government, and
thousands of non-profit and community organizations across the
country.    
 
For more information about Social Work Month 2013 or the social
work profession, visit SocialWorkSocial WorkersMonth.org.
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monthly program guide via
your email by contacting
Shelley Fearn, Reader's
Services Librarian, at
sfearn@union.lib.nc.us. 

 

What's Happening
at the Library?

 
Monroe 

Black History Walk 
Friday, March 8  

12 p.m. 
Monroe Library

Learn about forgotten
businesses, civil rights events
and more during this one-
hour, one-mile walk.
Participants under 16 must
be accompanied by an adult.
Bad weather will cancel this
event. Registration is
required. Call Patricia Poland
at 704-283-8184 ext. 224. 

BOCC Meeting
 
The Union County Board of
Commissioners will have a
special meeting with Public
Works on Wednesday, March
6 at 8 a.m. at the Union
County Government Center.
 

Meetings Canceled
 
The March 5 Union County
Planning Board meeting and
March 11 Union County
Board of Adjustment meeting
have been canceled.
 

This Week at the
General Assembly

 
Want to know what's going

 

Local Food Hub Launched, 
Taking Subscription Orders 

 
A multi-county, two state partnerships of local agricultural
producers and Cooperative Extension Agents has finally launched
and is now taking orders for fresh local produce for delivery starting
the first of May.
 
Farm Fresh Ventures Cooperative brings farmers in Anson,
Chesterfield, Montgomery, Richmond, Stanly and Union Counties
together to sell their products through a weekly produce box
subscription.  
 
The farmer owned cooperative will sell a limited number of
subscriptions to consumers in the six counties to supply a box of
locally grown, fresh produce once a week beginning early May and
running for 18 weeks. In addition, specialty items may be available
for advance purchase during specified weeks, including protein
foods such as eggs and local meats, as well as orders for produce
in bulk.   
Each week there will be five to seven different produce items, from
among what's in season in our area. Examples of produce to
expect include locally grown strawberries, tomatoes, squash,
peppers, corn, eggplant, peaches, and the list goes on. If it can be
grown in the region, a variety of it will pretty much show up in a
weekly box.
 
Produce boxes will be assembled on Tuesday mornings by
Cooperative members and volunteers at the Anson County
Farmer's Market in Wadesboro and then delivered to designated
distribution locations in each county for personal pick-up that
afternoon.   
 
2013 season subscription cost is $396 (18 weeks X $22 per box)
and can be paid in full by April 1 or pay a deposit of $198 by April
1 and the balance of $198 by May 1. For more information, contact
your local Cooperative Extension Horticulture Agent or the Farm
Fresh Ventures office at 704-694-2415.  
 
The goal of Farm Fresh Ventures is to provide consumers with
fresh, local produce at peak season while creating new marketing
outlets for our area farmers. So, not only will you be buying fresh
produce that's good for your health, but you will also be supporting
the local economy. An educational newsletter with information on
how to prepare fresh produce and assemble tasty recipes will be
included in weekly produce boxes. Food safety and storage
information will also be included throughout the season in addition
to information about Cooperative farmers.  
 
Farms providing a variety of local produce for this regional project
include:  
 
Gary Sikes (Anson) Bountiful Harvest Farms; Calvin Phillips
(Anson) Phillips Farms; Dale Nelson (Anson) Nelson All-Natural;
Clayton & Sherry Sellers (Chesterfield) Sellers Farms; Kent Lowder
(Stanly) Muddy Boots Farms; Jackie Sherrill (Richmond) David's
Produce; Keith Andrews (Richmond) Andrews Farm Produce; Joe
and Jim Lambeth (Richmond) Triple L Farm Inc; Allan Baucom



on in state government? You
can by watching "This Week
at the General Assembly" on
UCTV 16 or the county's
YouTube channel at
www.youtube.com/unioncount
ync. 

For a list of air times on
UCTV, visit
www.co.union.nc.us and click
on the UCTV 16 icon on the
home page. 
 

Tutors Needed
 
We seek compassionate

volunteers!      

Would you consider
tutoring an adult learner?

Take the first step by
attending Literacy 
Council 101 on one of
these dates:

Tuesday, March 12
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.  
Tuesday, April 9
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

For more information,
contact the Literacy
Council of Union County
at 704-226-1425 or email
info@literacyunion.org.

www.literacyunion.org
 

(Union) A. L. Baucom, Inc.; and Amy Stanley (Union) Veggie Patch
Farm.  
 
For information about this project or subscriptions, please contact
Farm Fresh Ventures at 704-694-2415 or
farmfreshventures@gmail.com or visit 501 McLaurin Street,
Wadesboro, NC 28170.
 

Prepare for Severe Weather 
 
National Severe Weather
Preparedness Week is March 3-9,
2013. During this week we are asking
our employees and members of the
community to Be a Force of Nature
and better prepare for severe weather
threats in our area.
 
Sponsored by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), National Severe Weather Preparedness Week is a
nationwide effort to increase awareness of severe weather and to
motivate individuals, families, businesses, and communities to take
actions that will prepare them in the event of severe weather.
 
Each year, individuals are killed or seriously injured by tornadoes
and other types of severe weather, despite advance warning. In
2012, there were more than 450 weather-related fatalities and
nearly 2,600 injuries. Severe weather knows no boundaries and
affects every individual.
 
Know Your Risk: The first step to becoming weather-ready is to
understand the type of hazardous weather that can affect where
you live and work, and how the weather could impact you and your
family. Every state in the United States has experienced tornadoes
and severe weather, so everyone is exposed to some degree of
risk. Check the weather forecast regularly and visit
ready.gov/severe-weather to learn more about how to be better
prepared and how you can protect your family during emergencies.
 
Pledge and Take Action: Be Force of Nature by taking the Pledge
to Prepare at ready.gov/severe-weather. When you pledge to
prepare, you will take the first step to making sure that you and
your family are prepared for severe weather. This includes filling
out your family communications plan that you can email to yourself,
putting an emergency kit together, keeping important papers and
valuables in a safe place, and getting involved.
 
Obtain a NOAA Weather Radio, and check to see if your cell
phone is equipped to receive Wireless Emergency Alerts and sign
up for localized alerts from emergency management officials. Stay
informed by having multiple sources for weather alerts - NOAA
Weather Radio, Weather.gov, and Wireless Emergency Alerts.
Subscribe to receive alerts at http://www.weather.gov/subscribe. 
 
Be an Example: Once you have taken action share your story with
your family and friends. Create a YouTube video, post your story
on Facebook, comment on a blog, or send a tweet. Studies show
that many people use social media in the event of a disaster to let

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KZBjd-Csnz85LiTk-RHWajoXoGfti2B-QlfFtAA0kifm_H0_wyWrAjJg06LnUxbqZmr8-0ZemTTo3MHUeP8wP-p4RVQS2wLOULsyRSHwkMQ=


relatives and friends know they are safe. This is an important trend
because people are most likely to take preparedness steps if they
observe the preparations taken by others. Social media provides
the perfect platform to demonstrate preparedness actions for
others.
 
More information and ideas on how you can Be a Force of Nature
can be found at www.weather.gov and ready.gov/severe-weather
or the Spanish-language web site www.listo.gov.

 

Vacancies on Union County 
Boards and Committees

 
   
A. Nursing Home Advisory Board (5 vacancies)   
B. Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee (11
vacancies)
C. Union County Home and Community Care Block Grant Advisory
Committee  
D. Region F Aging Advisory Committee (Vacancy for a regular
member)
E. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (Vacancy for a
member with a physical disability and 3 regular members) 
F. Planning Board (4 vacancies)
G. Fire Commission (3 vacancies)
H. Union County Historic Preservation Commission (2 vacancies)
I. Board of Adjustment (2 vacancies)

Profile sheets may be obtained by calling Lynn West at 704-283-
3810 or from the County's website at www.co.union.nc.us. Please
submit completed profile sheets by Tuesday, March 12 to the
Office of the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners, 500 N. Main
Street, Room 922, Monroe, NC 28112, by fax to 704-282-0121 or
email to west@co.union.nc.us.        
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