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Get the Library's
Monthly Program

Tour of Significant Natural 
Areas in Union County

 
Staff with the N.C. Natural
Heritage Program will travel
to Union County Oct. 12 to
release the program's
recently published inventory
of the county's significant
natural areas. The inventory
features maps and
descriptions of natural
areas, places with
important wildlife habitat,
rare plants and areas
largely undisturbed by human activity. Using the inventory, state
officials will lead a driving tour of some of the county's best
examples of rare plants, animals and natural areas.
 
"An important part of any community's economic well-being is its
environment," said Misty Buchanan, Natural Areas Inventory
manager with the N.C. Natural Heritage Program. "Union County is
extremely popular because it's close to Charlotte but still manages
to maintain natural areas that make it an attractive place to live and
work."
 
Union County boasted the state's highest population rate increase
between 2000 and 2009 and, during that same
period, had the nation's 14th greatest growth
rate for counties with at least 10,000 people,
according to the U.S. Census. During that time,
Union County's population grew by more than
60 percent to 198,645. The 125-page inventory
of significant natural areas describes 24 areas
in the county with rare plants such as the
dissected toothwort in the Goose Creek and
Duck Creek floodplains, the rare Carolina darter
fish living in Crooked Creek and bald eagles
spotted on the Rocky River.
 
Scientists with the state's Natural Heritage Program have completed
inventories of the significant natural areas in 92 North Carolina
counties and expect to publish inventories for all 100 North Carolina
counties by 2018. Scientists take about two years to complete each

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001p_dMFNsOGC18MNyWeIhzqbbE27wOCUzV4_N_ELq27YlMrAmtwreDcYIcuEZC3j6R1SDedhvz3xxKUxZzurVnY4FHIkKOTBEaTw2cvpsdm5U=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001p_dMFNsOGC1S4GQcPbIpGGgAGq4fK1vyBYV1d2taDVFGMDqG--jbotzgMMrtIvT0abi9TZFG0uZN2OxXydwZeqQd9Jtb71CDlKmhyuKxYqszzTmQYcrAhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001p_dMFNsOGC1BwIka-_iLgVBbc7TD2f6e0TnL47GlQhPMNEZhXDZFBSql8t0qpltPmjadkpYBtGwNZBaKVOvAOwOeHr6uAuARwx_TgEFP0hUmzL2kyO4RFRatUs3WfduuMcfYwNuClgn88Xf6fXmrwgyZ0JNVY8BcEYD9_ZNrMWFoGazW3_VEDIpcE8Km75QD
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001p_dMFNsOGC0C0eCLanM7caO8rRkcQ8SnjPP21a_R8iNTSYE5VHqWk97W9mJhGOwLILZxsHUCQtBXQnmCJf0L2-Awil9_4dIL9kvFYdNa49sRg3CEPKB2DSqHca6nVjvS
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001p_dMFNsOGC3Jbm9yh3G8W6UPro3QLUNKkiUGrBEgte2K4kpNE5UaEChF3tEzxZqVJIhM5Qa0qxIaKgjJ4Yn0XGvHwgogCzzvCqETuo-Ecz1BWgajjjZk7P9z8i5YGRFkZUBqyP766-P-W2CEZbN6e4zG9M6ucseMR90zy_5N9gXDW0K_ngCIEA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001p_dMFNsOGC2cey7FVmSUd6-wnPld_3vmVLteqEFOlYAB6SQlLOeIbT1tn8dht4FDpYVVwzTawi0yz094NdUM9xnduzpO3S9kKD0dwvrK7atYTzO33VbGhSEO8v5XJQFoPptzwaSXxVsK4aDkwzLfOrFj8eRf2FafEcXIsd4nSRnq7SS21uMewKw01Eo7p2th
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001p_dMFNsOGC2A88zfxZWUAxdlXRcTjt_lo8Inare0LD55GrmsHgh3KHK1YgfCQojAHH-0OZtVI-VpRHhcUinqX1PJUIJmPn_V1SjyFr_2TPm0dZr2TVCqBuLWLokDolYX


Guide 

Sign up to receive the Union
County Public Library's
monthly program guide via
your email by contacting
Shelley Fearn, Reader's
Services Librarian, at
sfearn@union.lib.nc.us. 

 

Notice of Change
in Fingerprinting

Fees

On Oct. 1, the Union County
Sheriff's Office began
charging a fee of $20 for all
fingerprinting services for
anyone who is not a
resident of Union County.  
 
Proof of residency will be
determined by presenting a
valid, North Carolina issued
driver's license or ID card.  
Fingerprinting services will
continue to be provided to
Union County residents at
no charge.
 

Adult Tutors
Needed

We seek compassionate
volunteers!     
        
Would you consider tutoring
an adult learner? Take the
first step by attending
Literacy Council 101 on one
of these dates:
  
Oct. 18 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
 
Nov. 13 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
 
Dec. 6 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

For more information,
contact the Literacy Council

county inventory. They use existing data, photographs and maps,
and conduct their own field research before organizing their notes
into a document and preparing it for publication.
 
"Our state's popularity brings with it increasing responsibility to
manage our natural resources," said Dee Freeman, secretary of the
N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources. "As new
population and developments emerge throughout North Carolina, it's
more important than ever that we identify areas of outstanding
natural significance so they can be used to inform future land-use
decisions by private landowners as well as county planners and
others."
 
Scientists with the state's Natural Heritage Program plan to host the
free tour from10 a.m.-2:15 p.m. The tour will begin and end at
Jesse Helms Memorial Park, off U.S. 74 near Wingate. The county-
owned park supports a population of Piedmont aster, a federal
species of concern, and a variety of tree species bordering three
creeks. Then, the tour heads west to the Mineral Springs Barrens,
which boasts rare "woodland openings" owned by the Plant
Conservation Program and the federally and state endangered
Schweinitz's sunflower. Before returning to Jesse Helms Memorial
Park, the tour will make a stop at the East Fork Twelve Mile Creek
Floodplain, a forested area filled with diverse hardwoods bordering a
creek that provides a buffer for rare plants and animals. People who
wish to take the tour should bring their own lunches, as the group
will eat during the tour.
 
People should provide their own transportation to the park, but are
welcome to ride during the tour in an eight-passenger van the
Natural Heritage Program will provide. Interested in taking the tour?
Contact Misty Buchanan at 919-707-8107 or
Misty.Buchanan@ncdenr.gov.           
 

Second North Carolina Case Identified in
National Meningitis Investigation

 
 
On Oct. 5, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) reported that a second patient has been diagnosed
with meningitis following a spinal injection with the recalled steroid
medication linked to a national outbreak. Overall, the Centers for
Disease Control has reported 47 cases from seven states
nationwide, including five deaths. The national numbers do not yet
include the second North Carolina case.
 
"We are saddened to learn that another North Carolina patient has
been sickened in this outbreak," said State Health Director Dr. Laura
Gerald. "This shows how important it is for providers and public
health to closely monitor patients who received injections from the
recalled lots. We also want to remind the public that the type of
meningitis in this outbreak is not contagious and cannot be
transmitted from person to person."
 
Three clinics in North Carolina received the recalled lots. Two clinics
used these lots for spinal injections: the High Point Surgery Center
and the Surgical Center of Wilson. All 94 patients who were
exposed at these clinics have been notified.
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The third clinic that received lots of medication involved in the recall
was the North Carolina Orthopaedic Clinic in Durham, where they
were used for joint injections to relieve pain. Providers at this clinic
are now working to contact all potentially exposed patients. Other
products from the same compounding pharmacy have been recalled
nationwide but are not linked to this outbreak.
 
"It's important to note that no infections have been seen in patients
who received joint injections from the recalled lots," said Dr. Gerald.
"However, we are taking every precaution to be sure that everyone
who may have been exposed has been contacted.  DHHS continues
to work with these three clinics and with local health departments to
follow-up with these patients." 
 
Patients who had epidural steroid injections at other North
Carolina clinics are not thought to be at risk in this outbreak, Gerald
said.
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
epidural injections are generally very safe procedures and
complications are rare. Fungal meningitis is an extremely rare cause
of meningitis overall, including after epidural injections. The type of
epidural medication given to patients affected by this outbreak is not
the same type of medication as that given to women during
childbirth.
 
Infected patients have shown symptoms within one to four weeks
following their spinal injection including: fever, new or worsening
headache, nausea, and/or new neurological deficit (consistent with
deep brain stroke).  Some of these patients' symptoms were initially
very mild in nature, but any patient exhibiting any abnormal
symptoms should contact their health care provider. For more
information on this outbreak, visit
www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/meningitis.html.

 

New Process for Issuing 
Permanent License Plates

 
 
Beginning Monday, Oct. 15,
the N.C. Division of Motor
Vehicles will introduce new
permanent plates and a new
process for their issuance. A
new law passed by the General
Assembly requires all currently-issued permanent plates to be
cancelled and re-issued under new eligibility rules by Dec. 31, 2012.
 
Vehicle owners, depending on their eligibility for permanent plates,
must purchase either replacement permanent plates or standard
"First in Flight" plates by the December deadline. New orange and
black plates will replace the current silver and black permanent
plates. Beginning Oct. 15, DMV will no longer issue silver and black
plates. A one-time $6 fee is required for permanent plates; standard
registration plates cost $28-$33.
 
Current permanent plate holders will be notified by letter to replace
their plates. NCDMV expects about 120,000 vehicles to be affected



by the change, mostly vehicles that are owned and operated by
municipalities and counties across the state. New permanent plates
will be available from license plate agencies or by mail accompanied
by form MVR-619 from Vehicle Services, 3148 Mail Service Center,
Raleigh, NC 27699-3148.
 
The new law limits eligibility for permanent registration plates to
governmental entities and certain other groups. Those approved for
permanent plates include vehicles owned by a county, city or town;
a board of education; the Civil Air Patrol; an incorporated
emergency rescue squad; a rural fire department, agency or
association; community colleges; or local chapters of the American
National Red Cross and used for emergency or disaster work. All
other vehicles must obtain standard registration plates.
 
Examples of vehicles that will no longer be eligible for permanent
plates include vehicles operated by orphanages, church buses,
mobile X-ray transports, sheltered workshops, non-profit mental
health transports, city trolleys and parade vehicles of charitable
organizations.   
 
All vehicles still have to pass required annual safety and emissions
inspections prior to obtaining new registration plates, whether
permanent or standard.
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