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Savings Reach Close to $1.2 Million 
 
 
Union County residents have
saved a combined total of
$1,192,585 on more than 71,000
prescription drug purchases over
the past seven years by using the
free prescription drug discount
card. By participating in the
program sponsored by Union
County and the National Association of Counties (NACo), more than
36,000 participants have saved an average of $12.96 or 26 percent
off the retail price of prescription drugs.
 
The free discount cards are available to every family residing in
Union County with no age, income or health restrictions. There is no
enrollment form, no membership fee and no restrictions or limits on
frequency of use. Cardholders and their family members may use
the card whenever prescriptions are not covered by insurance. All
commonly prescribed prescription medications, including pet
medications, are eligible for discount. The cardholder pays the
negotiated discount price or the pharmacy's retail price, whichever is
lower.
 
"This is a program that has saved Union County residents a lot of
money over the past seven years," said Brett Vines, public
information officer for Union County. "The great thing is there is no
cost to Union County, county taxpayers or consumers to participate
in the program."
 
The program has a safety feature that alerts pharmacists when one
drug may have a drug interaction with another medication the
cardholder is taking, if the prescriptions were obtained with the
prescription discount card. The card is also a useful option now that
Medicare Part D has been implemented. The card can be used
when a Medicare Part D plan doesn't cover a drug.
 
More than 1,350 of the nation's 3,068 counties are participating in
the program and more than 60,000 retail pharmacies accept the
card. In Union County, Bi-Lo pharmacies, CVS pharmacies, Harris-
Teeter pharmacies, K-Mart pharmacies, Target pharmacies,
WalGreen pharmacies, Walmart pharmacies, Rite-Aid pharmacies,
Indian Trail Pharmacy, Franklin Street Pharmacy, Faulkner's Drugs,
Family Care Specialty Pharmacy, Sun Valley Pharmacy and
Medicap Pharmacy accept the discount card. CVS Caremark
negotiates the discounts directly with the pharmacies and drug
manufacturers. Neither NACo nor Union County receives any
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County Public Library's
monthly program guide via
your email by contacting
Shelley Fearn, Reader's
Services Librarian, at
sfearn@union.lib.nc.us. 

 

BOCC 
Special Meeting

The Union County Board of
Commissioners will hold a
special meeting to conduct a
joint public hearing with the
Weddington Town Council
on Monday, Sept. 10 at 7
p.m. in the auditorium of
Weddington High School to
consider the Wesley Chapel
Wedington Athletic
Association's proposed
mitigation plan for Optimist
Park. 
  

Tutor Training

Literacy Council 101
Orientation

Wednesday, Sept 19
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

105-A East Jefferson Street
in Monroe

704-226-1425
rsvp to:

info@literacyunion.org 
www.literacyunion.org 

 
  

Temporary Street
Closure

The City of Monroe Street
Division will be repairing and
patching areas on Carroll
Street between Old
Charlotte Highway and U.S.
74 beginning Monday, Sept.
10 in preparation for
resurfacing of the roadway.  

revenue from the program.
 
To find out more information about the card and view a list of card
distribution sites, visit the Union County Web site at
www.co.union.nc.us/HumanServices. Additional assistance with the
program can be received by calling toll-free 1-877-321-2652 or
visiting https://naco.advancerx.com.
 

September is National Preparedness Month
Time to Prepare, Plan and Stay Informed

The Union County Health Department would like to remind our
residents that September is a good time to prepare - not only for the
next hurricane or flood - but for any emergency that might put you
and your family at risk. In today's world we need to be prepared for
many kinds of emergencies, whether caused by disease outbreak,
hurricane, wildfire, severe weather, earthquake or an act of
terrorism. As the Ready.gov slogan says, "Prepare, Plan, Stay
Informed."
 
Step 1: Build a Kit

Build a Kit, which includes items like non-perishable food and
bottled water. The kit should also include:  

Wind-up or battery-operated radio
Wind-up or battery-operated flashlight
Extra batteries
Copies of prescription medications and medical
supplies
Bedding and clothing, including sleeping bags and
pillows
A first aid kit
Copies of important documents: driver's license, Social
Security card, proof of residence, insurance policies,
wills, deeds, birth and marriage certificates, tax
records, etc.

Make sure you have a "to-go bag" ready in case you need to
evacuate, including:   

Wind-up or battery-operated radio
Wind-up or battery-operated flashlight
Extra batteries
First aid kit
Maps
Important documents such as proof of residence,
pictures of your family including pets, insurance
policies, and tax records
Comfortable clothing and blankets
Unique family needs such as prescription medications,
pet supplies, infant supplies or any other unique need
your family may have

Step 2: Make a Plan
 
Prepare your family

Make a Family Emergency Plan. Your family may not be
together when disaster strikes, so it is important to know how
you will contact one another, how you will get back together
and what you will do in case of an emergency



 
During construction, Carroll
Street will be closed from  
8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Motorists
are encouraged to avoid the
area during construction and
take alternate routes.   
 
Barring weather delays, all
work on Carroll Street
should be completed by the
first week in October.  
 
Questions regarding this
work can be directed to the
City of Monroe Street
Division at (704) 282-4667.
  
  

Weddington
Country Festival

The Town of Weddington
will hold it's first Weddington
Country Festival featuring
"Art at the Corners" on
Saturday, Sept. 22 from 9
a.m. - 7 p.m. at the Town
Hall and the Weddington
Corner Shopping Center
located behind Town Hall at
1924 Weddington Road.

The festival will bring old
fashioned family fun for all
ages once again to the heart
of the community. The day
will feature local artists from
the Waxhaw Art Council.
Artists will provide
demonstrations, display
paintings, pottery and
sculpture for sale.
The "Kids Corner" will
include an arts and crafts
area, a bouncy castle and
dunking booth. There will
also be face painting,
tattoos, hula hoop contest,
petting zoo an scavenger
hunt. 

You can also take part in
baking, a cupcake
challenge, vegetable
decorating and scarecrow
building contests. Local
firefighters will compete for

Plan places where your family will meet, both within and
outside of your immediate neighborhood.
It may be easier to make a long-distance phone call than to
call across town, so an out-of-town contact may be in a
better position to communicate among separated family
members.
You may also want to inquire about emergency plans at
places where your family spends time: work, child care and
school. If no plans exist, consider volunteering to help create
one.
Plan to Evacuate   

Identify ahead of time where your family will meet,
both within and outside of your immediate
neighborhood.
Identify several places you could go in an emergency,
a friend's home in another town, a motel or public
shelter.
If you do not have a car, plan alternate means of
evacuating.
If you have a car, keep a half tank of gas in it at all
times in case you need to evacuate.
Take your Emergency Supply Kit.
Take your pets with you, and know ahead of time if
the hotel/motel or shelter you plan to stay in will
accept pets. Bring a carrier, food and water, and your
pet's vaccination record.

Step 3: Be Informed
 
Before a disaster, learn how you will know there is an impending
hazardous event. Familiarize yourself with the signs of events that
come without warning and learn how to receive advance alerts and
warnings for predictable hazards like hurricanes. Knowing about the
local emergency plans for shelter and evacuation and local
emergency contacts will help you develop your household plan and
will also aid you during a crisis.  
 
Familiarize yourself with the terms used to identify a hurricane.

A hurricane watch means a hurricane is possible in your
area. Be prepared to evacuate. Monitor local radio and
television news outlets or listen to NOAA Weather Radio for
the latest developments.
A hurricane warning is when a hurricane is expected in your
area. If local authorities advise you to evacuate, leave
immediately.
Hurricanes are classified into five categories based on their
wind speed, central pressure, and damage potential.
Category 3 and higher hurricanes are considered major
hurricanes, though Categories 1 and 2 are still extremely
dangerous and warrant your full attention.  

Prepare Your Home

Cover all of your home's windows with pre-cut plywood or
hurricane shutters to protect your windows from high winds.
Plan to bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, garbage
cans and anything else that is not tied down.
Keep all trees and shrubs well-trimmed so they are more
wind resistant.
Secure your home by closing shutters, and securing outdoor



prizes in the "Battle of the
Fire Stations" tug-of-war.
Prizes will benefit the
stations' rescue and safety
efforts. 

Senior citizens ages 65 and
up will be served a free
BBQ picnic with all the fixins
from volunteer firefighters
from 11:30 a.m - 2 p.m.

Want to participate in the
Chili Cook Off? The first 15
applicants to sign-up at
www.townofweddington.com
can compete in the first
"Peoples Choice Chili Cook
Off.

objects or bringing them inside.
Turn off utilities as instructed. Otherwise, turn the refrigerator
thermostat to its coldest setting and keep its doors closed.
Turn off propane tanks.
Ensure a supply of water for sanitary purposes such as
cleaning and flushing toilets. Fill the bathtub and other large
containers with water.

The information above is a just a sample of what residents can do
to prepare. More information about preparedness can be found at
the following websites: 

http://epi.publichealth.nc.gov/phpr/ 
www.readync.org
www.ready.gov          
www.bt.cdc.gov         
www.redcross.org           
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