
Emergency Services 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Union County, NC - Adopted FY 2017 Operating and Capital Budget I - 1



 

 

Union County, NC - Adopted FY 2017 Operating and Capital Budget I - 2



















• $610 to support Countywide Radio Program. 
 
The following table provides the adopted fee and tax rates, and 
their related year over year changes. In the districts that are 
increasing or decreasing, this is due to changes in other revenues 
and sales tax revenues, or reflective of the “emergency funding” 
provided within the district. 
 

 
 
 
Service Summary 
 
Union County is protected by 17 private corporations operating as 
Fire Departments comprising 25 stations. Some of these 
departments are staffed by paid employees and some are staffed 
solely with volunteers. These stations are placed throughout the 
County in order to provide optimal response times and optimal 
insurance ratings for residents. The County is covered by 19 
Response Districts where the department located in the district is 
the primary responder for fire and rescue incidents. Additionally, all 

departments serve as medical first responders for medical 
emergencies. All departments respond to mutual aid calls in 
support of other departments. 
 
The majority of funds for the 17 Fire Departments come from 
funding districts that collect either fees or property taxes. The 
Hemby Bridge and Stallings Fire Departments are funded by Rural 
Fire Protection Tax Districts. The Wesley Chapel, Springs, and 
Waxhaw Fire Departments are funded by Fire Service Districts. The 
Board of County Commissioners annually assesses property taxes 
for each of these five districts, and taxes collected are remitted to 
the department servicing the district. Remaining departments are 
funded by Fire Fee Districts where fees are annually established by 
the Board of County Commissioners, and the collected fees are also 
remitted to the department servicing the district. 
 
Tax Districts also receive a portion of collected sales taxes. 
Commissioners have historically provided a subsidy from the 
County General fund for fee districts, and in limited circumstances, 
have provided additional allocations if the budget required for the 
fee district exceeds projected fee revenue limits established by 
State law. 
 
Municipal Districts have also been established by the City of 
Monroe and the Town of Weddington, where the costs of fire 
services are covered by the municipalities’ General Fund budgets. 
The Town of Marshville has a municipal fire district that is funded 
by a County fee district. The Town of Wingate has a municipal fire 
district and provides budget subsidies through the municipality’s 
General Fund, as well as providing some capital assets. 
 
The County has established insurance districts within 
unincorporated territories, and many municipalities have insurance 
districts as well. The primary purpose of these districts is to 
delineate the fire protection coverage afforded to particular 
properties for the purpose of determining whether properties can 
be covered by fire insurance, and at what cost. These districts are 
rated by the North Carolina Commissioner of Insurance – Office of 
the State Fire Marshal (OSFM). 
 
In each community, OSFM analyzes the relevant data using the 
Insurance Service Organization’s (ISO) Fire Suppression 
Rating Schedule (FSRS). Following the analysis a Public 
Protection Classification from 1 to 10 is assigned. Class 1 
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